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Notes and Queries. 153 

Italian Marionettes in Boston. — As we write, we learn that the pup- 
pets of this interesting show, so purely South Italian in character, have 
been injured by fire. The story of Charlemagne and his Paladins has 
been continued, as usual, during the entire season ; but in Holy Week it 
has been the custom to give a Passion Play. Under the patronage of Miss 
Alger, this play, in the spring, was performed for purpose of charity, before 
an intelligent audience. The libretto, following the Gospel history, cannot 
be called traditional or very ancient ; yet some parts of the drama retain 
the stamp of old usage. The representations by which the religious feel- 
ings of a simple peasantry are stirred do not have the same effect on 
all modern observers ; hence the reproach of impiety, mistakenly applied 
to such exhibitions. It is to be hoped that when the theatre reopens, the 
effective and even artistic scenery, painted, we believe, by the director him- 
self, may not be found modernized. 

W. W. N. 

Folk-Belief in the Virginia Lowlands. — These people retain many 
of the customs and forms of speech which were used in England during 
the early half of the eighteenth century ; their language has the sound of a 
bygone period. The counterpart of their speech can be found only in 
books printed in England one hundred and fifty years ago. In the old 
family burying grounds scattered along the James River from Jamestown 
southward to Hampton Roads are old tombstones which bear inscriptions 
dating back to 1700 a. d. One has the following : — 

Here Lies John Roscoe, Gentleman. 
Boren in Chorlie England, 1684 
Died at Blunt Point Va. 1734. 

These stones were of course brought across the water from England, as 
were also the bricks for the houses, the foundations of which are still visi- 
ble. The old plantations have been divided up among the children from 
one generation to another, until now each family has not more than twenty 
or thirty acres and a little house of two or three rooms. 

They have many quaint signs. When a rooster crows after five o'clock 
in the evening, the women and children all turn out to run him down, that 
they may feel of his feet if they are cold. The crow foretells a death in 
the family, but if his feet are warm an early wedding is expected. 

The girls burn small pine knots until they fall to pieces, then extinguish 
the fire, and from the centre of the knot they take what seems just like a 
hair from some one's head ; the color of this hair tells them the color of 
the hair of their future husband. 

I did not believe they really found any such thing in a pine knot, until 
they burned some in my room to prove it to me : there really was in each 
knot what looked like a hair — sometimes black, sometimes light. 

On certain days of the year, the girls look in pools of water, expecting to 
see the face of their future husband; and at eleven o'clock on the first 
night of May all the girls go in groups of three or four and pick sage : 
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